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NEWSLETTER 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Despite the very wintry weather, we have just enjoyed another wonderful Christmas Concert. Luckily the 
snowy conditions didn’t hamper you getting your children here too much and actually it really did feel 
Christmassy this year!  I am so proud of every single one of the children, considering their ages, I thought 
they were all brilliant!! I must admit, we initially found this year really challenging as many of the little ones 
are very shy so the singing hasn’t been as loud as normal. But the children worked really hard practising every 
day and it was nice to see all the hard work come together (even if they did drive you mad repeatedly singing 
the songs at home) Unfortunately, not all the children wanted to dress up and I know parents are sometimes 
disappointed, especially if their child is the only one not wearing a costume but I can assure you we tried, 
more than once, to encourage the children to dress up. It is better that they happily take part not wearing a 
costume than being upset wearing one!  

All the staff worked really hard again setting up the hall on Sunday evening, ready for the performance so I 
hope you managed to admire the children’s work that was displayed while you were waiting for the Nativity to 
begin!! I am sure there were a few tears from proud parents especially of the little ones who sang solo/duo. 
They were all BRILLIANT!! 

The Children’s Christmas Fancy Dress (optional) Party is on Friday this week, the last day of term. Details 
regarding all events happening during the last week have already been sent home but if you need to clarify 
please speak to myself or Rosemary. The details are also displayed on the parent notice board and on my 
website. I must remind you that the party will be finishing later than the normal morning, at around 
12.40, but you are welcome to come back from 12.25 to take photos as Father Christmas arrives. 

The Pre-School post box is in the foyer each day for you to post your children’s Christmas cards. There are 
lists of children’s names in the foyer. 

Nativity DVD  

If you would like to purchase the DVD of the Nativity, there is an order form on my whiteboard in the foyer. 
Please add your name to the list. The DVD not only includes the actual concert but also what went on behind 
the scenes, rehearsals and other funny bits that I know you will enjoy.  

The cost is £10 each. I will need payment immediately please. The DVD’s will be ready for collection on 
Friday (an ideal Christmas pressie!!)  

Children In Need 

Thank you so, so much to everyone who supported our cake sale. We raised an amazing £187.00 which was a 
fabulous result!!   

Primary School Applications 

Please remember the deadline for Primary School applications is Sunday 14 January 2018, so please 
ensure you have submitted your application online. 

Funding/Increase in Mornings  

If your child is 3 before the 31st December 2017, they will be eligible for a funded nursery place when we 
return in January. This means that they are entitled to 15 hours (i.e. 5 x 3) per week. I will be organising the 
relevant forms for parents to sign when we return in the New Year.  2-year old funding is  available for 
families who are in receipt of certain benefits. If you think you may be eligible then please contact the 
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Woodlands Centre, any local children’s centre or look on the Family Space website (address displayed on my 
parent notice board).  
Some of you recently requested to increase your child’s mornings from January. I have confirmed the outcome  
to all concerned. I have no places available now until September 2018 so if you require additional mornings I 
will have to place you on the waiting list. 

Home Learning Packs 

From January we will be introducing Home Learning Packs. These are activities to support all areas of 
children’s learning that we have put together for you to take home and enjoy with your children. Activities 
include Orchard games, playdough, popular stories, puzzles and many more. The system is simple. The activities 
will be in numbered Zippa bags in a box in the foyer. If you wish to borrow one, you need to write the date, 
your name, the number of the bag and then sign on the accompanying sheet. When you return the bag, please 
sign it back in on the same sheet. We would be grateful if you could keep the activity for just 2 nights please 
to ensure fair turnover. You can always borrow it again if you so wish! We hope you will enjoy the packs! 

Parent Morning  

The Pre-School will be closed  for children on Monday 19 February after half term, so that we can hold our 
parent morning. This will give you the opportunity to look at your child’s folder and to discuss their progress 
and any concerns that you may have. If you find it difficult to arrange childcare, I will be providing crèche 
facilities while you have your meeting with your key person. More details will follow in my next newsletter in 
January. Please remember you don’t have to wait until parent morning to look at your child’s folder, you can 
request this at any time! 

Events/Activities 

I would like to remind you that a calendar of all events and activities that take place each week are displayed 
on my regularly updated website and on the parent notice board (planning). So for working parents who may 
not see my notice board at the end of the morning, can I suggest that you check the website for relevant 
information. 

Lunch Club 

There will be no lunch club the first week back as we have a staff meeting. Therefore, lunch club will resume 
on Wednesday 10 January.  

Ofsted 

Our friends ??? from Ofsted are due anytime now as our last Inspection was in November 2014. As we are now 
given a day’s notice, in line with Primary Schools, I will be able to let you all know when they are visiting. 
However, last time our Inspection was overdue by nearly 2 years so we will wait and see if they arrive any 
earlier this time!   

Thank You  

We would like to thank everyone who has helped us in the Pre-School this year. We would especially like to 
thank Lisa Davies for helping us out when we are short staffed, Julie Miller (Sophie’s mum) for organising the 
monthly Parent Coffee Mornings, Nicola Thomas for organising the monthly cooking activities and Mr Oyedele 
for filming and producing the DVD’s of both the Summer activities and the Christmas Concert again this year, 
all help is very much appreciated.  

Also, thank you so much for all the lovely yummy gifts that have been arriving this week, we are all very 
grateful. THANK YOU SO MUCH!! 

Finally  

On behalf of myself and all my staff I would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
and remind you that we return on WEDNESDAY 3 JANUARY 2018.  

Elaine 


